
Women in Politics 

Welcome The Team Roe Times. Our aim is to 

 Create a sense of unity in the pro choice community 

 Provide accurate and timely information regarding current and pending 

legislation 

 Promote networking to share ideas, resources, and projects 

 Share news of communities and individuals across South Dakota 

 Feature stories about organizations, individuals, websites and more 

 Promote growth, excellence and integrity 
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October Baby funds CPSs 4 

instances of sexist media 

coverage, they provide a place 

to report it and a place for 

journalists to pledge gender 

neutrality in their reporting. 

 The hope is that by 

eliminating media attacks on 

women, more women will be 

willing to run for office. In a 

world where women are 50% 

less likely than men to 

seriously consider running, 

we need all the help we can 

get. 

~ Alisha Sedor  

 As women involved 

in politics, Carmen and I 

often get asked about 

combating sexism in elections 

and at the capitol. One of my 

favorite resources on the 

subject is a new initiative 

called ―Name it. Change it.‖ 

 Name It. Change It. 

is a non-partisan project of 

WCF Foundation, Women’s 

Media Center, and Political 

Parity. Their goal is to end 

sexist and misogynistic 

coverage of women 

candidates by all members of 

the press—from bloggers to 

radio hosts to television 

pundits. 

 Name it. Change 

it. challenges the media to 

think before they talk about 

female candidates: If you 

wouldn’t ask a man about his 

children at home, don’t ask 

her. Don’t use shrill or 

attractive to describe her 

unless you would use the 

same to describe him. 

 The initiative 

challenges us all to be on the 

lookout for sexist 

commentary and remarks 

about women candidates in 

the media. When we ―name‖ 

sexism by calling it out, we 

have the opportunity to 

―change‖ it. If you witness 

Name it. Change it.: Cleaning up media sexism 

 Two weeks ago 
SDSU hosted Richard Fox 
from Loyola Marymount 
University to present on his 
joint study, Men Rule.
 The Fox and 
Lawless study found that of 
men and women, of being 
generally equal in experience 
and qualification, women 
were far less apt to consider 
themselves qualified to run for 
office.   
 This is bad news 
considering the need for 
more women in office. 

According to a recent CBS 
news report, At a White 
House forum on women and 
the economy Friday, 
President Obama suggested 
more women are needed at 
the other end of Pennsylvania 
Avenue on Capitol Hill.
 "Fewer than 20 
percent of the seats in 
Congress are occupied by 
women," he said. "Is it 
possible that Congress would 
get more done if there were 
more women in Congress? Is 
that fair to say?" 

 Low as the 
percentage cited by Mr. 
Obama may be, it still marks 
an increase over generations 
past, and there is hope that 
this fall's election may give 
those numbers a boost. 
 Currently, there are 
41 women running for the 
state legislature in South 
Dakota. These numbers may 
change based on the outcome 
of the June 5 primaries and 
the possibility of more 
women running as 
independents.    
~ Carmen Toft 

 

 

Don‘t forget to join NARAL Pro-Choice South Dakota for LUNAFEST - 
Rapid City on May 15 at 6:30pm at the Journey Museum! 

http://www.nameitchangeit.org/page/signup/report
http://www.nameitchangeit.org/page/signup/report
http://www.nameitchangeit.org/page/s/equality-pledge
http://www.nameitchangeit.org/page/s/equality-pledge
http://www.nameitchangeit.org/
http://www.nameitchangeit.org/
http://www.american.edu/spa/wpi/upload/2012-Men-Rule-Report-final-web.pdf
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-18563_162-57410875/women-candidates-may-hold-an-edge-this-november/
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-18563_162-57410875/women-candidates-may-hold-an-edge-this-november/
http://www.lunafest.org/index.php?/attend-an-event/details/rapidcity
http://www.lunafest.org/index.php?/attend-an-event/details/rapidcity


SDSU‘s Campus Women‘s Coalition's 3rd Annual Week To End Violence 
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―We would love 

to have the input 

of our members 

and friends to 

make 

Women4Women 

2013 even better!‖ 

 As you know, April is 
Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month and Campus Women’s 
Coalition is holding our third 
annual Week to End Violence 
against Women pro-
gram.  Therefore, I write to 
share the list of next week’s 
events and hope to see you – 
and your students – at one (or 
all) of the events!  

 Our programming this 
year is based on the tagline 
―Education, Prevention, and 
Empowerment‖ – hopefully 
you’ve seen some of the post-
ers up around campus.  If you 
have never participated in a 

Take Back the Night march, I 
highly encourage you to join us 
for this powerful event on 
Thursday.  At last year’s march, 
one of the survivors of the 
rapes that occurred on campus 
told her story and the outpour-
ing of solidarity and goodwill 
was very empowering for both 
survivors and allies.  The march 
itself is also a great event for 
introducing sons and daughters 
to activist work (though, de-
pending on their age, I would 
consider coming after the speak
-out). 

 ―Got Consent?‖ – Mark 
Dawson | Wednesday, April 

18th | 7pm | SDSU Bailey 
Rotunda D  

Nationally-renowned speaker 
Mark Dawson will be present-
ing ―Got Consent?‖ an interac-
tive and informational talk on 
what consent really means, how 
to help survivors, and educa-
tion on acquaintance rape. 

Take Back the Night | 
Thursday, April 19th | 
7:30pm | Old Fire Hall, 
Downtown Brookings 

Take Back the Night begins 
with a speak-out against sexual 
violence with testimonies from 
survivors, and ends with an 

helpful message points. We want our 

supporters to stay up to date and 

informed on the latest news involving 

choice! 

 We are hoping to hold 

Choice Club the first Thursday of 

every month, so mark your calendars! 

 The next Choice Club will 

be held on May 3 from 5:30pm-

7pm in the back conference room 

at Caribou Coffee.  For more 

information, please contact 

jennifer@prochoicesd.org.  

 In 2012, NARAL Pro-

Choice South Dakota launched a 

monthly spin-off of our 

traditional ―Talking About 

Choice‖ trainings called Choice 

Club. 

 Our hope with Choice 

Club is to give our supporters a 

monthly outlet to come and talk 

about all things choice-related in 

a safe, friendly environment. We 

will discuss current choice issues 

in the news, along with discussing 

 Hope to see you there! 

~Alisha Sedor 

and make it more fun, interest-

ing and easy for participants to 

attend. We hope that the Team 

Roe readers would help us 

improve our lobby day for 

next year by taking this quick 

survey! 

 I feel that the 2012 

event was a great success and 

look forward to next year. As 

we are planning the 2013 

event, we would love to have 

the input of our members and 

friends to make Women 4 

Women 2013 even better! 

Please take a few minutes to 

share you insights on our sur-

vey. The W4W planning com-

mittee will take your com-

ments into consideration as we 

plan for next year! 

 Thanks in advance! 

~Alisha Sedor 

 We were so thrilled 

to see many of your smiling 

faces in January at the South 

Dakota Advocacy Network for 

Women’s 2012 Women 4 

Women lobby day! Sincere 

thanks to all of those who 

attended, and those who 

helped make the day possible. 

 As we are constantly 

trying to improve upon the day 

Women 4 Women Survey - Response requested! 

Join us for Choice Club! 

an empowering, candle lit 
march/rally through the down-
town Brookings area.  http://
takebackthenight.org/
history.html  

Welcome to the Party film 
and discussion | Friday, 
April 20th | 4pm | SDSU 
Student Union State room 

Trained SDSU Sexual Assault 
Response Advocates will lead a 
discussion following the show-
ing of the film Welcome to the 
Party. 

~ Christi Garst-Santos    

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJDKJG9
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJDKJG9
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJDKJG9
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJDKJG9
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WJDKJG9
http://takebackthenight.org/history.html
http://takebackthenight.org/history.html
http://takebackthenight.org/history.html
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 A quick reminder to 

our readers that this coming 

weekend is the Team Roe 

Pro-Choice Candidate Train-

ing, for candidates, campaign 

staff and volunteers! The 

Training will provide the 

information and resources 

campaigns need to be suc-

cessful in 2012!  

 

What: Team Roe 2012 Pro-

Choice Candidate Training 

When: Saturday, April 21, 

2012, 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

 

Where: Bracco, 5001 S 

Western Ave, Sioux Falls, 

  

 The training will 

include: Media Training, 

Talking About Choice, 

Fundraising from Start to 

Finish, New Media Basics, 

and Field 201 – Beyond the 

Basics.  

 The Team Roe Pro-

Choice Candidate Training is 

at no-cost to participants, 

and lunch will be provided! 

You can RSVP to Carmen 

at ctoft@ppmns.org or 605

-695-1788. Please RSVP by 

Wednesday, April 18 so we 

can plan for meals and mate-

rials. We look forward to 

seeing you there!  

 ~Alisha Sedor 

Team Roe Campaign Training Update 

ahead for summer. We’re in 

need of four (or more) guest 

posts for the summer 

months of The Team Roe 

Times Unofficial Book Club. 

If you’ve read a pro-choice 

book or two (and we’re sure 

you have!) let us know the 

book and if you’d be willing 

to submit a review for our 

newsletter.  

 Book reviews 

aren’t difficult and are 

around 200 words. The 

best part of book club is 

showing off the cool/ 

smart/ funny book you’ve 

read! 

 Thanks in ad-

vance for helping out. I 

can’t wait to see what you’ve 

read! 

~Carmen Toft 

 TTRT readers—we 

need your help. When you 

read this month’s book club 

selection, you’ll notice two 

things. I didn’t read this 

book and Alisha didn’t read 

this book. It’s a recommen-

dation from a colleague. 

What I’m trying to say is, 

we’re out of books!  

 So we’re planning 

Call for Book Club Submissions 

off her political career as a can-

didate in the school’s mock 

election. But soon she realizes 

that she has entered a tough 

race.  

 This timely story not 

only gives readers a fun intro-

duction to the American elec-

toral system but also teaches 

them the value of hard work, 

courage, and independent 

thought—and offers an inspir-

ing example of how to choose 

 My colleague from 

North Dakota, Amy, bought 

Grace for President for her 

daughter and thought that 

our TTRT book club readers 

might have future some 

presidents in their families.  

 From the website, 

―When Grace’s teacher revels 

that the United States has 

never had a female president, 

Grace decides to be the first. 

And she immediately starts 

our leaders.‖  

 Reviews for this gem 

includes "...the book delivers les-

sons on electoral votes, polls, and 

the reason every vote counts."       

- The New York Times  

 

"DiPucchio and Pham are game 

gals. Explaining the electoral sys-

tem to adults isn’t easy, but they 

make it understandable to kids."    

- Booklist 

~Carmen Toft 

Unofficial TTRT Book Club—Grace for President 



A NARAL Pro-Choice South Dakota/                      

Planned Parenthood MN, ND, SD  Collaboration 

Contact: 

alisha@prochoicesd.org 

ctoft@ppmns.org 

The Team Roe Times 

We‘re on the web! 

http://www.prochoicesd.org 

http://www.SDplannedparenthoodadvocate.org 
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http://www.facebook.com/naralsd 

http://www.facebook.com/ppsodak 

@NARALSD 

@ppsodak 

Choice Words 

April’s Choice Word:  ―Forced Ultrasounds‖ 

 

A woman who decides to end a pregnancy should 

have all the information she wants. Her doctor should 

provide whatever care he or she recommends as 

medically necessary. If a woman wants an ultrasound, 

she should be able to have one. 

 

However, many states are now mandating ultrasounds 

for women seeking abortion care. Some forced-

ultrasound laws don't even make an exception for 

survivors of rape or incest, or for women who suffer 

from extreme emotional distress.  

 

Forced ultrasounds are not about providing 

information. These laws are meant to shame and 

harass women, and to allow politicians to interfere in 

the doctor-patient relationship. 

 

More on forced ultrasounds can be found here. 

 Ten percent of the 

profits from "October Baby" 

go to fund organizations that 

match the description of anti-

choice CPCs. And the 

movie's website lists Care Net 

and Heartbeat International, 

two umbrella organizations 

that support CPCs, as part-

ners.  

 If filmmakers want 

to make a movie with an 

ideological message, that is 

entirely their right. But 

American moviegoers also 

have the right to know 

whether their ticket dollars 

 Many of our readers 

may have heard about a new 

film called ―October Baby‖ 

making the rounds.  The mak-

ers of the movie are donating a 

portion of their profits to a 

network of anti-choice groups. 

 These groups – 

known as ―crisis pregnancy 

centers‖ – are anti-choice op-

erations that pose as abortion 

clinics. Once a woman walks 

through a crisis pregnancy cen-

ter’s door, she could be sub-

jected to anti-choice propa-

ganda and lies about abortion, 

birth control, and even preg-

nancy. 

are going to fund organiza-

tions that deliberately mislead 

women. 

 Already, thousands 

of choice supporters have 

joined NARAL Pro-Choice 

America in calling for a meet-

ing with Sony CEO Doug 

Morris to educate his com-

pany about the dangers CPCs 

pose to women's health. (A 

subsidiary of Sony is distribut-

ing "October Baby.")  

 Sign the letter to 

make sure Mr. Morris knows 

his company is funding decep-

tion. 

~Alisha Sedor 

Anti-Choice ―October Baby‖ funds CPCs - Sign the Letter! 

Upcoming Events: 

4/15-21 National Volunteer Week 

4/16-20 SDSU Campus Women‘s Coalition‘s Week 

to End Violence 

4/21 Pro Choice Candidate Training - Sioux Falls 

4/30 Civil Rights Conference - Sioux Falls 

5/12 SDANW Annual Meeting - Chamberlain 

5/15 LUNAFEST- Rapid City 

*Please contact Carmen or Alisha if you would like your 

event added to this list. 

―Ten percent of the 

profits from 

‗October Baby‘ go 

to fund 

organizations that 

match the 

description of anti-

choice CPCs.‖ 

http://www.prochoiceamerica.org/what-is-choice/abortion/forced-ultrasounds.html
https://secure.prochoiceamerica.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=5223
https://secure.prochoiceamerica.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=5223
https://secure.prochoiceamerica.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=5223
https://secure.prochoiceamerica.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=5223
https://secure.prochoiceamerica.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=5223
mailto:ctoft@ppmns.org
mailto:alisha@prochoicesd.org

