
Blunt Amendment Fails in the Senate! 

 

Welcome The Team Roe Times. Our aim is to 

 Create a sense of unity in the pro choice community 

 Provide accurate and timely information regarding current and pending 

legislation 

 Promote networking to share ideas, resources, and projects 

 Share news of communities and individuals across South Dakota 

 Feature stories about organizations, individuals, websites and more 

 Promote growth, excellence and integrity 

The Team Roe Times 
V

o
lu

m
e

 2
 I

s
s

u
e

 3
 

M
a

rc
h

 1
5

, 2
0

12
 

Inside this issue: 

Rally for Birth Control 2 

Team Roe Pro-Choice   

Candidate Training 

2 

LUNAFEST © Comes to 

Rapid City! 

2 

 

Cupid’s Basement at NSU 3 

Welcome to PPMNS’ new 

intern! 

3 

TTRT Book Club—Any 

Woman’s Daughter 

3 

Choice Word: Gary Trudeau 4 

Women Vote 2012 4 

concerns, but fails to fix 

some of the most egregious 

intrusions of its predecessor.  

 Many legislators 

stood strong for choice by 

introducing pro-choice 

legislation, speaking up in 

committee and on the floor, 

and by ultimately voting to 

protect the rights of women 

and families in our state. Our 

thanks to them for their 

efforts!  

~ Alisha Sedor  

 This legislative 

session again showed that 

many of the representatives 

in Pierre continue to pose 

relentless attacks on choice. 

We were excited to see the 

introduction of a resolution 

to recognize Reproductive 

Rights Awareness week and a 

bill (HB 1150) that would 

have required Crisis 

Pregnancy Centers to be 

truthful in their advertising. 

Unfortunately, neither of 

these bills had the support to 

pass. 

 Two pieces of anti-

choice legislation were 

introduced, passed both 

houses and have been signed 

by the governor. HB 1185 

bans abortion coverage in the 

healthcare reform exchanges. 

This ban would impact even 

those trying to purchase 

coverage with their own 

private funds. It goes far 

beyond state law and the 

federal Hyde amendment, 

which already ban use of 

taxpayer dollars for abortion 

coverage, to ban coverage of 

abortion from the exchanges 

entirely. 

 HB 1254 amends 

the legislation from 2011 that 

requires women to visit an 

anti-choice Crisis Pregnancy 

Center and endure a 72-hour 

waiting period before 

receiving abortion care. The 

proposed amendments 

attempt to mitigate legal 

2012 Session Wrap-up 

 As many of you 

know, the Blunt amendment 

was proposed to up-end the 

contraceptive coverage 

requirement under healthcare 

reform. Even beyond that, it 

would have allowed 

corporations and insurance 

companies to refuse to cover 

birth control and other 

essential health-care services 

including maternity care, 

HIV/AIDS treatment, 

mammograms and cancer 

screenings for “moral 

reasons.” 

 Thankfully, on 

March 1 the U.S. Senate 

defeated this extreme 

legislative attack. Women’s 

contraceptive coverage 

should not be dependent on 

their bosses’ personal views. 

We’re thankful for the 

Senators that stood up for 

American women. 

~Alisha Sedor 



Rally for Birth Control 
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“Why: To  win 

pro-choice seats 

in November!” 

 On one of the very few 

snowy days in Sioux Falls, over 

20 people gathered in support of 

no co-pay birth control coverage.  

 Planned Parenthood 

MN, ND, SD and NARAL Pro 

Choice SD are partners in a na-

tional organization called the 

Coalition to Protect Women’s 

Health Care. Rallies were held in 

several states across the country 

to show support for no co-pay 

contraception and to protest the 

Blunt Amendment. (Read more 

about the Blunt Amendment on 

page 1.)   

 Senator Tim Johnson 

has been a long-time supporter 

of preventative health care and 

women’s health care. The Rally 

for Birth Control was also an 

opportunity to support Senator 

Johnson in his vote against the 

Blunt Amendment.  

 We are thankful for 

everyone who braved the weath-

er to stand together to support 

increased access to contracep-

tion. We’ll try to make sure our 

next rally is a little more temper-

ate!  

~ Carmen Toft 

 

filled with stories of reflection, 

hope and humor – will travel to 

over 150 cities and screen in 

front of 20,000 people. 

 Tickets to the Rapid 

City Screening will be $20, $15 

for students and young 

professionals. The show starts 

at 6:30pm; contact Hannah 

 On Tuesday, May 15 

2012, NARAL Pro-Choice 

South Dakota will bring 

LUNAFEST© to the Journey 

Museum in Rapid City!   

 LUNAFEST© is a 

festival of short films by, for 

and about women. This season, 

the program of nine films – 

Prentice to reserve your tickets 

in advance!

Hannah@prochoicesd.org or 

605-334-5065. 

 Look forward to 

seeing our West River friends 

there for an evening of fun and 

film! 

~Alisha Sedor 

candidate training on April 21 

from 10am- 5pm at Bracco! 

 The training will in-

clude: Media training, Talking 

About Choice, Fundraising 

from Start to Finish, New Me-

dia basics, and Field 201 – 

Beyond the basics. 

Who: Pro-choice candidates, 

campaigners, volunteers, and 

friends 

What: Team Roe 2012 Pro-

Choice Candidate Training 

When: Saturday, April 21, 

2012, 10am-5pm 

Where: Bracco, Sioux Falls, 

SD 

Why: To Win Pro-Choice 

Seats in November! 

 

Email me to RSVP or with 

questions,                          

alisha@prochoicesd.org 

 

~Alisha Sedor 

 Thinking about run-

ning for office or helping out 

with the many campaigns 

happening in 2012? Then save 

the date for our Team Roe 

2012 Candidate Training! 

 NARAL Pro-Choice 

South Dakota, Planned 

Parenthood Minnesota, North 

Dakota, South Dakota Action 

Fund, and the South Dakota 

Campaign for Healthy Families 

PAC are hosting a pro-choice 

Team Roe Pro-Choice Candidate Training 

LUNAFEST© Comes to Rapid City! 

You can check out the press coverage of the rally here, here, 

and here. 

http://www.coalitiontoprotectwomenshealth.org/partners-resources
http://www.coalitiontoprotectwomenshealth.org/partners-resources
http://www.keloland.com/NewsDetail6162.cfm?Id=128159
http://www.ksfy.com/story/17006309/both-sides-turn-out-to-rally
http://www.kdlt.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=15598&Itemid=57
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 I spent Valentine’s 

Eve with some outstanding 

students at Northern State 

University at an event called 

Cupid’s Basement, co-

sponsored by Residential 

Life and Planned 

Parenthood.  

 Like any good col-

lege event, there was free 

pizza and free condoms. 

 Students watched 

MTV’s Top 10 Most Outra-

geous Sex Myths and then 

engaged in a hotly contested 

game of Sex Ed Trivia.  

 After the event I 

hung around and talked Fed-

eral and state legislation. Of 

particular interest was the 

“Good Samaritan” bill which 

would have granted limited 

immunity to people who 

attempt to help minors in 

need of emergency assis-

tance, assumedly from drugs 

or alcohol. (SB 86 ultimately 

failed in the house judiciary 

committee.)  I was im-

pressed at the breadth of 

their knowledge and interest 

in politics. The next genera-

tion is in good hands. 

 

~ Carmen Toft 

Cupid’s Basement at Northern State University 

titled, “When I find the 

time…” 

 In her free time, Sarah 

loves to hang out and watch a 

movie with friends, but also 

enjoys being outside at football 

games, or just hanging out play-

ing yard games in the summer. 

She loves swimming and is a 

lifeguard. Her favorite flavor of 

ice cream is Blue Goo (found 

only at the gas station in her 

hometown of Garretson, SD) 

or chocolate chips with sprin-

kles.  

 After she graduates, 

Sarah hopes to become social 

worker to eventually get her 

Masters in Social Work. 

 Sarah was referred by 

a former intern of mine, so I’m 

certain she will be a good fit.  

 Stop by the health 

center any time to say hello! 

~ Carmen Toft 

 

 A hearty welcome to 

Sarah Conrad, the newest mem-

ber of the PPMNS family! Sa-

rah comes to us from SDSU 

where she is finishing her de-

gree in Human Development 

and Family Studies.  

 Sarah will be interning 

with us thru the end of the 

school year and during the 

summer at the health center in 

Sioux Falls. I am so excited that 

Sarah will finally get to the list I 

Welcome to PPMNS’ new intern, Sarah Conrad! 

 But the bulk of this book is 

not for the faint of heart, as        Di-

raimondo describes the painful, gruel-

ing and endless series of treatments 

(surgery, radiation and chemotherapy) 

she receives for recurring and life-

threatening lesions.        

 Diraimondo also does not 

spare any detail as she is cast into the 

nine rings of the nation’s health-care 

system: there are mislabeled biopsies, 

insensitive and judgmental remarks, 

out-of-network-care nightmares and 

chemotherapy dosage errors.  

 One person who doesn’t 

need any persuading on the HPV 

vaccine issue is Bonnie Diraimondo, 

a Registered Nurse and longtime 

sufferer of vulvar, cervical and anal 

cancer linked to high-risk strains of 

HPV. In “Any Mother’s Daughter,”    

Diraimondo provides a brief history 

of the virus (jackalopes are in-

volved!) and gets imprimatur in a 

forward from Dr. Harald zur 

Hausen, a 2008 Nobel Prize winner 

for his work in discovering HPV’s 

link to cervical cancer.  

 Along the way, there are 

some knights in shining lab coats, 

but they are rare. As to whether or 

not to have your daughter vaccinat-

ed, Diraimondo poses a blunt ques-

tion: If your daughter should develop 

an HPV-related cancer in the future, 

“Can you handle being accountable 

for a decision which could have pre-

vented it?” 

 

~ A guest post by Sarah T.  Williams, 

PPMNS 

  

Unofficial TTRT Book Club—Any Mother’s Daughter 

Sarah with her brother, Ryan,   

who is a United States Marine 

http://www.itsyoursexlife.com/gyt/know/top-10-most-outrageous-sex-myths/
http://www.itsyoursexlife.com/gyt/know/top-10-most-outrageous-sex-myths/
http://legis.state.sd.us/sessions/2012/Bill.aspx?Bill=86
http://www.anymothersdaughter.com/
http://www.anymothersdaughter.com/%20
http://www.anymothersdaughter.com/%20
http://www.anymothersdaughter.com/%20
http://www.anymothersdaughter.com/%20
http://www.anymothersdaughter.com/%20


A NARAL Pro-Choice South Dakota/                      

Planned Parenthood MN, ND, SD  Collaboration 

Contact: 

alisha@prochoicesd.org 

ctoft@ppmns.org 

The Team Roe Times 

We’re on the web! 

http://www.prochoicesd.org 

http://www.SDplannedparenthoodadvocate.org 
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http://www.facebook.com/naralsd 

http://www.facebook.com/ppsodak 

@NARALSD 

@ppsodak 

Choice Words 

Terminology of the Choice Movement Defined 

March’s Choice Word: “Garry Trudeau” 

 

Ok, so we know Mr. Trudeau isn’t really a “term” but 

we thought his awesomeness needed to be defined. 

Mr. Trudeau is the man behind the well-known 

“Doonesbury” cartoon, and for 40 years hasn’t shied 

away from controversial topics. 

 

In a week-long series that started this Monday, 

“Doonesbury” takes on mandatory ultrasound laws, 

one of which went into effect in Texas this January. 

The governor of Virginia also signed one of these 

intrusive measures last week. 

 

Check out this week’s cartoons here, and then take a 

moment to thank Garry Trudeau for standing up 

against these attacks on women’s freedom and 

privacy! 

efforts to register wom-

en to vote, and most of 

all, helping the highest 

number of women in 

history to vote in 2012.” 

 Locally, South 

Dakota State University 

is hosting Women’s Work: 

SDSU Conference on Politi-

cal Empowerment to foster 

political empowerment 

among female under-

graduate students.  

 To that end, 

Planned Parenthood 

MN, ND, SD has started 

Women Vote 2012. Wom-

 Article, after article, 

after article discusses why 

women need to vote in No-

vember (and April and June). 

Women, especially young 

women largely stayed home 

in 2010 and look where that 

got us. 

 According to Ms. 

Magazine, “Women must 

mobilize, register, and flex 

our electoral might to hold 

onto our crucial health and 

economic rights. Join the 

effort by blogging, Tweeting 

under the hashtag 

#HERvotes, supporting 

en can take the pledge to 

vote in November, 

RSVP to vote in the 

election on Facebook 

and keep up with im-

portant updates.  

 This is it,   

ladies. We’ve worked 

too hard for too long to 

stay home and give up 

now. It’s time we think 

like a suffragist and 

GOWV (Get Out Wom-

en’s Votes).  

 

~ Carmen Toft 

Women Vote 2012 

Upcoming Events: 

3/15 SDCHF PAC Fundraiser - Brookings 

3/26 Women in Politics Conference - SDSU  

3/29 SDCHF PAC Fundraiser - Monks, Sioux Falls 

3/31 McGovern Day - Sioux Falls 

4/5 Choice Club - Sioux Falls 

4/15-21 National Volunteer Week 

4/21 Pro Choice Candidate Training - Sioux Falls 

*Please contact Carmen or Alisha if you would like your 

event added to this list. 

https://secure.prochoiceamerica.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=5209
http://www.blogforchoice.com/archives/2012/01/judge-edith-jon.html
http://www.naralva.org/media/press/20120307.shtml
http://www.naralva.org/media/press/20120307.shtml
http://www.doonesbury.com/strip/archive/2012/03/12
https://secure.prochoiceamerica.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=5209
http://msmagazine.com/blog/blog/2011/08/25/hervotes-why-women-must-vote-in-2012/
http://jezebel.com/5892759/mildly-conservative-women-abandoning-the-he+man-woman+hating-gop
http://msmagazine.com/blog/blog/2012/03/02/women-to-storm-the-2012-ballot-boxes-in-defense-of-health-and-economic-rights/
http://twitter.com/#%21/search?q=%23HERvotes
http://www.womenvote2012.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/281399665262390/
https://www.facebook.com/womenvote2012
http://www.alicepaul.org/alicepaul.htm
mailto:ctoft@ppmns.org
mailto:alisha@prochoicesd.org

