
In June, Judge Schreier issued her ruling, 
blocking HB 1217 from going into effect on 
July1. Planned Parenthood calls this a decisive 
victory for and the women and families of 
South Dakota. 

As written, H.B. 1217 requires a woman who 
is seeking an abortion to wait at least 72 hours 
after first meeting with her doctor, the longest 
and most extreme mandatory delay in the 
country. In the interim, the woman is required 
to seek “counseling” at a so-called “pregnancy 
help center” whose mandate it is to dissuade 
her from her decision to seek an abortion. In 
granting temporary relief from the law, U.S. 
District Court Chief Judge Karen Schreier 
found that Planned Parenthood is likely to 
prevail on its challenge to each of the 
requirements of the law, including the 72-
hour mandatory delay and the “pregnancy 
help center” requirement.   

In finding that the “pregnancy help center” 
requirement is likely unconstitutional, the 
Court said:  

 

“Forcing a woman to divulge to a 
stranger at a pregnancy help center the 
fact that she has chosen to undergo an 
abortion humiliates and degrades her 
as a human being. The woman will 
feel degraded by the compulsive 
nature of the Pregnancy Help Center 
requirements, which suggest that she 
has made the „wrong‟ decision, has not 
really „thought‟ about her decision to 
undergo an abortion, or is „not 
intelligent enough‟ to make the 
decision with the advice of a 
physician.  Furthermore, these women 
are forced into a hostile 
environment.”  

This is exactly what opponents of this law have 
been saying about crisis pregnancy centers since 
day one. 

This is only the beginning of what will most 

likely be a long and costly legal battle between 

Planned Parenthood, the ACLU and the state 

of South Dakota. It is important to mention 

that the war has yet to be won. But for the time 

being, the women and families of South Dakota 

were the winners in the battle. - Carmen Toft  

Court Blocks the Abortion “Counseling” bill 

Comparing Reproductive Rights to Spare Tires and Heroine 

A few weeks ago, NARAL 
Pro-Choice America held a 
press webinar (check out the 
slides here) with reporters, 
bloggers, and key supporters 
to discuss this legislative 
session's unprecedented wave 
of attacks coming from the 
states. 

Anti-choice politicians' 
contempt for women's 
personal, private medical  

decisions is staggering: one 

Kansas legislator compared 

the right to choose to a spare 

tire; one Louisiana politician 

said it was like using heroin.  

Check out the video to see 

what anti-choice lawmakers 

across the country were 

saying.  

- Alisha Sedor 

 

Welcome The Team Roe Times. Our aim is to 

 Create a sense of unity in the pro choice community 

 Provide accurate and timely information regarding current and pending 

legislation 

 Promote networking to share ideas, resources and projects 

 Share news of communities and individuals across South Dakota 

 Feature stories about organizations, individuals, websites and more 

 Promote growth, excellence and integrity 

The Team Roe Times 

Thank you to change.org for the 
photo 
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There were several sessions on 
women‟s issues at Netroots 
Nation, which culminated with 
the Women‟s Issues Caucus.  I 
had the privilege of caucusing 
with women who worked on 
these issues across the country 
in a variety of fields, facilitated 
by Sam Bennett of the 
Women‟s Campaign Forum.  
 
The “Perfect Storm Against 
Women” means that women 
are being swept up in a 
combination of elements that 
are moving us backward in our 
efforts for gender equality. 
First, there have been 
unprecedented attacks on 

reproductive choice at both the 
state and federal levels. Second, 
women have been 
disproportionately impacted by 
the economic recession in this 
country because while men 
have begun to find new jobs, 
women have continued to lose 
employment. Third, women 
aren‟t running for office and 
when they do, female 
candidates face outrageous 
sexism. 
 

What can we do? We have to 

continue our work in the fight 

for choice and make our voices 

heard to representatives. We 

need to elect officials who will 

actually work to improve the 

economy rather than waging 

war on social justice issues. 

Finally, we have to ask women 

to run. While the US 

population is 51% women, only 

16.8% of Congress is 

composed of women, and only 

21% of the SD state legislators 

are women. Studies show that 

women legislate differently than 

men, often being more 

collaborative and looking for 

long-term solutions.  

 
While our work could not be 
done without our friendly male 
legislators, we need more   

from the opposition have 

become louder, harsher and 

broader. 

The upside? Not only did I 

hear, over and over, that we 

NEED to work together but 

the categorical chorus was that 

we WANT to. People are sick 

and tired of constant attacks 

on the essential services 

provided by Planned 

Parenthood, NPR, unions, 

educators, etc. We are all 

working for the common 

cause of making a better life 

for people in this country, and 

it is time we truly focused on 

bringing the progressive 

movement back together to 

make real change. In a session 

about protecting reproductive 

justice in the states, Pamela 

Merritt said it is time we “gear 

the heck up” as a movement. 

The individual tenants of the 

progressive movement need to 

find the places where we 

intersect, and use the amassed 

force to move forward with 

legislation, candidates and 

outreach to combat the 

opposition.  

To win the War on Women, 

we have to have solid, 

consistent messaging across 

the board. We need to remind 

voters that reproductive 

healthcare is a benefit to 

families and the entire 

community. We have to be 

clear that what we‟re fighting 

for isn‟t abortion versus no 

abortion, it‟s safe legal 

abortion versus unsafe illegal 

abortion. Finally, we need to 

diversify our coalitions and 

make sure our supporters have 

the resources they need to talk 

about choice. 

Planned Parenthood MN, ND, 

SD and NARAL Pro-Choice 

South Dakota have long been 

entrenched in such coalition 

work, and we plan to continue 

to expand that work beyond 

traditional partnerships in the 

hopes that we can see real 

change here in South Dakota. 

-Alisha Sedor 

Over the weekend of June 16-

19 I had the opportunity to 

attend Netroots Nation 2011. 

Netroots‟ goal is to amplify 

progressive voices by 

providing an online and in-

person campus for exchanging 

ideas and learning how to be 

more effective in using 

technology in the public 

debate. In short, it is a source 

of information and inspiration 

for all legs of the progressive 

movement. 

If I took one resounding 

message away from Netroots 

this year it is this:  We all need 

to start playing nice (or nicer). 

This is true not only of the 

different branches of the 

choice movement, but all 

women‟s issues and 

progressive issues in general. 

We do not have the time or 

luxury to work in separate 

silos; we need to break free of 

the funnel and find the places 

where our issues intersect. The 

progressive movement has 

become increasingly sectioned 

off and specialized, and attacks 

Survey Says: Let’s Play Nice 

The Perfect Storm Against Women 
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“The one 

resounding 

message from 

Netroots: “We 

all need to start 

playing nice  

(or nicer).” 

representatives who are willing 

to work together to find real 

solutions for the women and 

families of South Dakota. I 

would like to see us encourage 

more women to run in 2012, 

broadening the pool of 

candidates and hopefully giving 

us more pro-choice options on 

the ballot. A woman, on 

average, needs to be asked 6 

times to run for office before 

she will seriously consider it, so 

I encourage each of you to go 

ask a friend or colleague to 

run in 2012. 

- Alisha Sedor  

http://ms.foundation.org/blog?blogUrl=http://ignitingchange08.blogspot.com/2010/05/rejecting-myth-of-mancession.html
http://ms.foundation.org/blog?blogUrl=http://ignitingchange08.blogspot.com/2010/05/rejecting-myth-of-mancession.html
http://ms.foundation.org/blog?blogUrl=http://ignitingchange08.blogspot.com/2010/05/rejecting-myth-of-mancession.html
http://ms.foundation.org/blog?blogUrl=http://ignitingchange08.blogspot.com/2010/05/rejecting-myth-of-mancession.html
http://www.now.org/issues/election/HahnVideo061611.html
http://www.now.org/issues/election/HahnVideo061611.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/10/AR2009071002358_pf.html
http://www.imcphoto.net/index.html


Last week, both NARAL SD 
and PPMNS had the 
opportunity to meet with the 
National Women‟s Political 
Caucus-South Dakota. We 
discussed the injunction of HB 
1217 and what that means for 

choice advocates moving 
forward. We also 
introduced many of the 
members to The Team 
Roe Times; we hope some  

of them are reading right now! 
 
Much thanks to NWPC-SD for 
having us. We found the 
conversation interesting and 
engaging, we hope that the 
members of NWPC did as well. 
 
For more information on 
NWPC-SD, check out their 
website. 

stories chronicles heart-

wrenching and traumatic stories 

of adoption in the decades 

before Roe v. Wade. Many of 

these women were forced to 

give up their children by their 

parents, the church and/or 

society. Listen an interview 

with Fessler on MPR news. 

The most moving story for me 

was a woman who had given up 

a child for adoption and had an 

abortion. She said that she 

Is anyone else using a great 
book website called, 
Goodreads.com? It lets 
members organize their books 
into categories of their own 
creation. It should surprise no 
one that I have my own 
category of abortion books. I 
doubt many people belong to 
an abortion-centric book club, 
so I‟ll do the work for you, 
starting with, The Girls Who 
Went Away by Ann Fessler. 
This haunting collection of 

would much rather have an 

abortion because giving a child 

up for adoption was like “losing 

a child in the woods.” She said 

the worst part was knowing 

that child was out there, 

somewhere, lost. 

Ok, so technically, this book is 

more about adoption, but the 

focus is adoption because 

abortion was illegal. And as we 

say over and over again: WE 

WILL NOT GO BACK. 

“Halfway Happy Hour” to 
gather some of our friends for a 
cocktail, talk about what we 
have been up to and discuss 
what we might be expecting in 
the future. 
 
Because we are not in an 
election year, there will be no 
turnover of representatives in 
Pierre for the 2012 session. In 
sum, this means we can likely 
expect more of the same: 
egregious attacks on the right to 

choose, in any multitude of 
creative ways. 
 
We are exploring new 
programmatic and fundraising 
initiatives, and looking at what 
other states have been facing in 
order to prepare ourselves for 
next session. We will certainly 
be on our toes. Stay tuned... 

I know many of us are still 
recovering from the trials of the 
2010 legislative session. With 
both triumphs and defeats 
behind us, as difficult as it may 
be, it is time to look toward 
2012. 
 
On July 12, 2011 we were 6 
months, or 182 days, from the 
opening day of the 2012 
legislative session. In honor, or 
mourning, of this, NARAL Pro
-Choice South Dakota hosted a 

Thanks for the invite, NWPC! 

Unofficial TTRT Book Club - The Girls Who Went Away 

182 Days: NARAL’s Halfway Happy Hour 

Page 3 

“In sum, this 

means we can 

likely expect 

more of the 

same: egregious 

attacks on the 

right to choose... 

 

http://www.nwpcsd.org/
http://www.nwpcsd.org/
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2007/07/13/midmorning1/
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2007/07/13/midmorning1/
http://www.goodreads.com/
http://www.thegirlswhowentaway.com/
http://www.thegirlswhowentaway.com/


volunteers per shift, 
August 9-14. That‟s 48 
volunteer shifts and at 
least 96 volunteers! Since 
many of  our supporters 
and volunteers overlap, 
don‟t be surprised if  
you‟re contacted a few 
times about the Voices 
for Choice booth. This 
annual volunteer 
opportunity is one of  
our favorites. Everyone 
makes it to the fair! You 
can RSVP directly to 
Carmen at 
ctoft@ppmns.org or 
Jennifer at 
Jennifer@prochoicesd.or
g or just mark yourself  
as “attending” on our 

Planned Parenthood 
MN, ND, SD Action 
Fund and NARAL Pro 
Choice SD are again two 
of  the spectacular choice 
organizations sponsoring 
a booth at the Sioux 
Empire Fair as part as 
the Voices for Choice 
Coalition. (Other rock 
star choice organizations 
include the South 
Dakota Advocacy 
Network for Women, 
HADASHA, the ACLU, 
the fabulous ladies over 
at DakotaWomen.com 
and the SD Campaign 
for Healthy Families 
PAC.) We are looking for 
a minimum of  two 

Facebook event and we‟ll 
contact you directly.  
 
Other volunteering 
opportunities for the 
third quarter include 
Sioux Falls PRIDE on 
August 20 and the annual 
Sidewalk Arts Festival on 
September 10.  
 
Have any college 
students in your life? 
Both NARAL SD and 
PPMNS except interns 
and will work with 
schools to provide info 
for college credits. 
(Representative Noem 
need not apply. Hee hee.) 
- Carmen Toft 

A NARAL Pro-Choice South Dakota/

PPMNS Collaboration 

 

 

Contact: 

info@prochoicesd.org 

ctoft@ppmns.org 

The Team Roe Times 

Volunteer at the Fair! 

We’re on the web! 

http://www.prochoicesd.org 

http://www.SDplannedparenthoodadvocate.org 
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@NARALSD 

@ppsodak 

Choice Words 

Terminology of the Choice Movement Defined 

July‟s Choice Word: “TRAP Law” 

 

TRAP stands for Targeted Regulation of Abortion 

Providers. TRAP Laws impose unnecessary and 

burdensome regulations on abortion providers—but 

not other medical professionals—in an obvious 

attempt to drive doctors out of practice and make 

abortion care more expensive and difficult to obtain. 

Common TRAP regulations include those that restrict 

where abortion care may be provided. 

 

One of the more recent TRAP laws making news was 

passed in Kansas during their 2011 legislative session. 

This law is one of the most restrictive ever seen. 

Thankfully enforcement was enjoined as a lawsuit 

against the law progresses 

 

Check out NARAL Pro-Choice South Dakota‟s 

website for more info on TRAP Laws in our state. 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=232356333453555
http://motherjones.com/politics/2011/06/abortion-foes-latest-backdoor-ban
http://www.rhrealitycheck.org/blog/2011/07/02/federal-judge-blocks-enforcement-kansas-trap-0
http://www.prochoicesd.org/issues/factsheets/201107111.shtml
http://www.prochoicesd.org/issues/factsheets/201107111.shtml

