
 

Welcome The Team Roe Times. Our aim is to 

 Create a sense of unity in the pro choice community 

 Provide accurate and timely information regarding current and pending 

legislation 

 Promote networking to share ideas, resources and projects 

 Share news of communities and individuals across South Dakota 

 Feature stories about organizations, individuals, websites and more 

 Promote growth, excellence and integrity 
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have an abortion.‖  
 Both sides are 
claiming victory on this 
ruling. The Argus Leader 
quoted Leslee Unruh as 
saying, "I can't remember a 
day being this happy in the 
27 years of doing this 
work." Personally, I feel 
that’s a bit over-dramatic.  
 The state has until 
Sept 16 to decide to 
appeal.  
 
– Carmen Toft 

 Planned 
Parenthood won a major 
victory this month in its 
ongoing court battle 
against South Dakota’s so-
called ―informed consent‖ 
law, which seeks to compel 
doctors to deliver 
ideological and medically 
inaccurate statements to 
their patients. 
 Just a reminder, 
H.B. 1166, which was 
enacted in 2005 and 
challenged in court by 
Planned Parenthood – 
requires a doctor to tell a 
woman who is seeking an 
abortion that she faces an 
―increased risk of suicide 

ideation and suicide.‖ 
Scientific and medical 
evidence shows that 
women who choose 
abortion are not at 
increased risk for mental 
health problems. 
 The Eighth 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
further clarified that a 
provision in the law that 
requires doctors to tell a 
woman that she has a 
relationship with the fetus 
and that relationship is 
legally protected simply 
requires doctors to explain 
―that the woman seeking 
abortion is legally and 
constitutionally protected 
against being forced to 

PPMNS v. Rounds Update 

 

2011 Thelma Underberg Awards—Wrap Up 

 On September 9, 

2011 NARAL Pro-Choice 

South Dakota celebrated 

the first ever Thelma 

Underberg Emerging and 

Established Activist 

Awards (otherwise known 

as ―The Thelmas‖). 

 We were so happy 

to be able to honor four 

amazing women with one 

event: Thelma Underberg, 

Anna Dykstra, Anne 

Barlow and Dr. Susan 

Wicklund. The evening 

was filled with food, fun 

and choice. 

 The theme of the 

evening seemed to be 

inspiring the next 

generation, encouraging 

those who have been part 

of the fight for a long time 

to keep up their hard 

work, and to encourage 

honest, open discussion 

about reproductive 

healthcare. 

 Thank you to all 

who were able to attend, 

and we look forward to 

finding the 2012 Thelma 

Awardees! 

-Alisha Sedor 

http://www.argusleader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011109030301
http://articles.latimes.com/2011/jan/26/health/la-he-abortion-20110127
http://articles.latimes.com/2011/jan/26/health/la-he-abortion-20110127
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“LUNAFEST© 

is a festival of 

short-films by, 

for and about 

women.” 

 The South Dakota 

Advocacy Network for Women 

(SDANW) has been seeking 

their lobbyist for the 2012 

legislative session. The original 

deadline for applications was 

September 15, but the deadline 

has been extended to Monday, 

September 19! 

 What does the 

SDANW lobbyist do? Among 

other things, they: 

 Represent SDANW as a 

registered lobbyist at the 

South Dakota legislature 

 Monitor 

legislation that may impact 

South Dakota women and 

families 

 Recommend legislative 

strategies to the SDANW 

legislative committee 

 Submit weekly Legislative 

Updates to the SDANW 

membership 

 Facilitate testimony on 

priority bills 

 Assist with Women 4 

Women lobby day 

 Participate in weekly calls 

with the SDANW 

legislative committee 

 Prepare membership action 

alters to facilitate citizen 

lobbying 

 Interested in serving as 

the SDANW lobbyist? Submit a 

cover letter and resume to 

sdanwinfo@gmail.com by September 

19, 2011. It is anticipated that the 

hiring process will be complete by 

October 1, 2011. Total consideration 

for the SDANW lobbyist is $7,000 plus 

the $35 lobbyist registration fee. Feel 

free to refer friends and colleagues! 

-Alisha Sedor 

healthcare including 

counseling and waiting 

periods, gestational bans, a 

―heartbeat‖ bill, banning 

coverage of abortion in the 

new healthcare exchanges, 

limiting access to medication 

abortion, and cutting 

funding to family planning. 

 Want to hear more?  

Join us for the NARAL SD 

Annual Meeting and 

Recognition Breakfast on 

 2011 saw record 

numbers of legislation 

related to reproductive 

rights. From January to July 

there were 162, 80 of which 

sought to restrict access to 

abortion. This is more than 

double the number of 

abortion restrictions seen in 

2010. 

 Old and new tactics 

alike were used to impede 

access to reproductive 

September 24! We will be joined by Elizabeth 

Nash of the Guttmacher Institute who will 

be discussing legislative attacks across the 

nation. For more info and to reserve your place, 

e-mail jennifer@prochoicesd.org 

-Alisha Sedor 

will travel to over 150 cities 

and screen in front of 

20,000 people. Each year, 

various organizations bring 

LUNAFESTs to their 

communities and raise 

funds for their local non-

profits as well as 

LUNAFEST’s main 

beneficiary - Breast Cancer 

Fund. This cycle’s Sioux 

Falls LUNAFEST 

Screening will be October 

26, 2011, location to be 

determined.  

 We also plan to bring 

LUNAFEST to Rapid City in 

the spring, so keep your eyes 

peeled for that, West River 

readers! 

 For tickets e-mail 

hannah@prochoicesd.org or 

call 605-334-5065. Hope to 

see you there! 

- Alisha Sedor 

 NARAL Pro-Choice 

South Dakota is thrilled to 

again bring LUNAFEST© to 

Sioux Falls! LUNAFEST© is a 

festival of short films by, for 

and about women. 

 The LUNAFEST 

cycle runs from October-June, 

so we will have a whole new 

set of films to show! This 

season, the program of nine 

films – filled with stories of 

reflection, hope and humor – 

LUNAFEST 

Summary of Legislation Across the Country 

mailto:%20sdanwinfo@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=182801148457155
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=182801148457155
http://www.guttmacher.org/media/inthenews/2011/07/13/index.html
http://www.guttmacher.org/media/inthenews/2011/07/13/index.html
http://www.guttmacher.org/media/inthenews/2011/07/13/index.html
http://www.guttmacher.org/media/inthenews/2011/07/13/index.html
http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=182801148457155
mailto:jennifer@prochoicesd.org
http://www.breastcancerfund.org/
http://www.breastcancerfund.org/
mailto:hannah@prochoicesd.org
http://www.lunafest.org
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“Tell 

Representative 

Noem it’s time 

to end the 

global gag rule 

once and for 

all.” 

 On September 8, the 

Mississippi Supreme Court 

allowed Initiative 26 to be 

placed on the 2011 general 

election ballot.  

 Initiative 26 is known 

as the ―personhood 

amendment‖ – a proposed 

constitutional amendment that 

establishes the ―personhood‖ 

of each citizen as being ―from 

the moment of fertilization, 

cloning, or equivalent 

thereof.‖ If this amendment is 

passed, it could potentially ban 

commonly used forms of 

contraception like birth control, 

assisted reproductive 

technology like In vitro 

fertilization, and abortion.  

 It could lead to more 

government intrusion into 

personal lives, such as getting 

into medical records to 

investigate miscarriages, 

dictating what kind of birth 

control can be used, and 

interfering with medical 

decisions in treating women for 

fertility problems.   

 Colorado battled and 

defeated a Personhood ballot 

measures in 2008 and 2010. 

North Dakota has defeated 

Personhood legislation three 

times at the Capitol and national 

buzz is there will be an attempt 

to place it on the ballot in 2012. 

Personhood is dangerous 

legislation sweeping the nation. 

And we will stop it if we have to 

do it state by state by state.  

- Carmen Toft 

Mississippi Personhood 

Democrats Bill Clinton and 
Barack Obama took office, 
they both rescinded the rule. 
 It has no place in a 
world where 215 million 
women lack access to 
modern contraception, and 
where 350,000 women die 
each year in pregnancy or 
childbirth. It undermines 
freedom of speech for health 
workers. It leads to more 
unintended pregnancies and 
more unsafe abortions. It 
hurts efforts to stop the 

spread of AIDS and forces 
women to make health care 
decisions without being fully 
informed about their 
options. 
 It's time to end the 
global gag rule once and for 
all. Sign the letter to tell 
Representative Noem to 
support the Global 
Democracy Promotion Act, 
which would permanently 
end the global gag rule. 
 
- Carmen Toft 

 The global gag rule, 
or sometimes referred to as 
the ―Mexico City Policy‖ 
forbids overseas family 
planning agencies that 
receive U.S. aid to even 
mention abortion as an 
option for women or 
advocate for legalized 
abortion in their own 
countries.  
 Ronald Reagan, 
George H.W. Bush, and 
George W. Bush all adopted 
this policy via executive 
orders. And when 

Global Gag Rule—Sign Our Petition Today!  

surprisingly, the stories in 
the book were very similar 
to the experiences women 
were telling me over the 
phone.  
 The book breaks 
the interviews into categories 
of Back Alleys, Leaving the 
Country, Out of Wedlock, 
etc. There’s a particularly 
relevant story of a woman 
who had a miscarriage and 

 This month’s book 
club selection is a collection 
of stores complied in Back 
Rooms: Voices from the Illegal 
Abortion Era by Ellen Messer 
and Kathryn May.  
 I read this book in 
2008 while I was 
campaigning for the South 
Dakota Campaign for 
Healthy Families (b/c there 
just wasn’t enough abortion 
in my day already.) Not 

she and her physician were 
both worried about 
prosecution. This kind of 
criminalization would be 
back under any kind of 
Personhood legislation.  
Just another case of history 
repeating itself.  
 A must read for 
supporters and antis alike. 
 
– Carmen Toft 

Unofficial TTRT Book Club—Back Rooms 

https://secure.ppaction.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=13715
https://secure.ppaction.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=13715


A NARAL Pro-Choice South Dakota/

PPMNS Collaboration 

Contact: 

alisha@prochoicesd.org 

ctoft@ppmns.org 

The Team Roe Times 

We’re on the web! 

http://www.prochoicesd.org 

http://www.SDplannedparenthoodadvocate.org 
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http://www.facebook.com/naralsd 

http://www.facebook.com/ppsodak 

@NARALSD 

@ppSoDak 

Choice Words 

Terminology of the Choice Movement Defined 

September’s Choice Word: “Personhood Measures” 

 

 ―Personhood‖ measures are code for a new 

way to ban abortion. This anti-choice tactic redefines 

the word "personhood" to say that life begins at 

conception even before doctors say a pregnancy 

occurs! It thus gives legal rights to a fertilized egg. 

Anti-choice groups are trying to advance these 

extreme so-called "personhood" measures in states 

across the country. 

 "Personhood" measures are dangerous for 

women. They would outlaw abortion. They could also 

lead to bans on many forms of birth control, stem-cell 

research, and in-vitro fertilization. It is essential that 

we stop personhood measures from passing through 

legislatures across the country and getting on the 

ballot! 

For more information, check out NARAL Pro-

Choice America’s website 

related causes in 
countries with less 
developed health 
systems. The film 
features the work of Dr. 
Linda Valencia in the 
prevention of unsafe 
abortion and the 
treatment of its 
consequences in 
Guatemala. Dr. Valencia 
directs Planned 
Parenthood Federation 
of America’s (PPFA’s) 
support for programs in 
Guatemala.  
 Abortion is 
illegal in Guatemala, 
except to preserve the 
life of a woman. These 
legal restrictions do not 
prevent it from taking 

 In her new 
documentary, No Woman, 
No Cry, Christy Turlington 
Burns shares the very 
personal story of how 
unexpected hemorrhaging 
after the birth of her first 
child nearly led to her 
death.  The life-threatening 
experience led Turlington 
Burns to investigate the 
medical conditions faced 
by women with similar 
pregnancy complications 
around the world. 
 No Woman, No Cry 
contrasts Turlington Burns’ 
own ready access to 
emergency medical care 
with the deadly 
consequences faced by 
358,000 women who die 
annually from pregnancy-

place, but rather drive women 
to seek black market 
procedures under unsanitary 
conditions. Each year, 65,000 
unsafe abortions are 
performed in the country, 
resulting in the hospitalization 
of over 20,000 Guatemalan 
women. 
 Dr. Valencia leads 
PPFA’s efforts to improve 
access to reproductive health 
care for women and their 
families in Guatemala. Rapid 
City’s own Heather Sayette 
works for PPFA’s 
International Division. 
 Click here to view a 
film trailer featuring Dr. 
Valencia. 
 
- Carmen Toft 

No Woman, No Cry 

Christy Turlington Burns 

Upcoming Events: 

 

NARAL Annual Meeting, Sioux Falls - 9/24/11 

SDCHF PAC Fundraiser, Vermillion - 10/20/11 

LUNAFEST, Sioux Falls - 10/26/11 

Election Day - 11/8/11 

Legislative Session Opens - 1/10/12 

Women 4 Women Day - 1/30/12 

Pro-Choice, Pro-Chocolate - 2/11/12 

 

http://www.prochoiceamerica.org/what-is-choice/abortion/abortion-personhood-measures.html
http://www.prochoiceamerica.org/what-is-choice/abortion/abortion-personhood-measures.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8F6hngJFGOk&feature=channel_video_title
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8F6hngJFGOk&feature=channel_video_title

