
Planned Parenthood Action Fund:
KEY TO ELECTORAL SUCCESS IN 2014

Message from Sarah Stoesz
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Since 2011, 205 abortion restrictions have been enacted 
nationwide, more than the entire previous decade.

Iowa

1

North
Dakota

6

South
Dakota

6
Wisconsin

5

Minnesota

0

None have been enacted in Minnesota.
Since 2010, 205 abortion restrictions have been enacted 
nationwide, more than the entire previous decade.

None have been enacted in Minnesota.

Sarah Stoesz
Action Fund President

Women’s health is at risk. All around us, in 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin, 
and Iowa, politicians are waging assaults 
on Planned Parenthood and the programs 
and policies that protect women’s health—
leaving Minnesota an island in the middle of 
hostile territory. We cannot let them close in 
on us.

Since 2010, when many anti-women’s health 
lawmakers were elected, 205 new laws have 
been enacted nationwide restricting access 
to abortion. That’s more in the last four years 
than in the entire previous decade. From 
medically unnecessary waiting periods to 
mandatory ultrasounds to shutting clinics 
down—our opponents will stop at nothing.  

I can’t imagine living in a place where safe 
abortion is illegal, birth control is hard to get, 
and cancer screenings are out of reach. But if 
we lose our pro-women’s health champions, 
we lose valuable leadership devoted to 
making sure Minnesota remains a state 
where women have access to the care they 
need and deserve. With your support, we 
must elect people who trust women to make 
their own personal medical decisions and 
defeat those who don’t. 

It’s as simple as that.

Thanks for your support.
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The Goal:  
ELECT WOMEN’S HEALTH CHAMPIONS 
ACROSS MINNESOTA
2014 can’t be a repeat of the 2010 election. Getting 
young women out to vote is critical to re-electing Senator 
Al Franken and Governor Mark Dayton and many other 
women’s health champions. If we don’t, the tide of 
anti-woman legislation could wash over Minnesota.  

Governor Dayton and Senator Franken both won their 
seats after re-counts and with very narrow margins, and 
polls show them in tight re-election races. What makes 
their re-election even more challenging is that, histori-
cally, the party in the White House loses seats in the sixth 
year of a presidential term. Meanwhile, our well-financed 
opponents are actively setting up shop in Minnesota and 
are ready to spend whatever it takes to attack our allies 
on health care, social, and economic issues. 

The Planned Parenthood Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Dakota Action Fund is equipped for the challenge. As 
the political arm of PPMNS for more than two decades, 
we’ve successfully fought for good public policies and 
elected leaders who will protect them. And we know that 
when young women come out to vote, women’s health 
candidates win. 

The Strategy:  
TARGET, EDUCATE AND ACTIVATE 
YOUNG WOMEN TO VOTE
Young women are one of the most powerful voting blocs 
in the country and, historically, one of the most difficult to 
mobilize in a non-presidential election year. 

When it comes to advocating for women, no one is more 
respected than Planned Parenthood. Polls show that 
80 percent of young women trust Planned Parenthood 
on issues affecting their health. This ranks us higher 
than any one political party or candidate, and it’s in 

part because one in five 
women has relied on 
Planned Parenthood for 
basic health care in her 
lifetime. 

We will target young 
women statewide and in 
key neighborhoods and 
persuade them to get out 

to vote for candidates who support women’s health. Using 
sophisticated technology, models, and databases, we 
will identify the voters most likely to care about women’s 
health, trust our endorsements, and take action.

To educate young women on what’s at stake in this 
election, we will reach out through:

• Get-out-the-vote (GOTV) campaigns via cell phone, 
text, email, and mail

• Boots-on-the-ground staff and volunteers going 
door-to-door and making face-to-face contact

• Creative, cutting-edge social media outreach via 
Twitter, Facebook, Tumblr, and Instagram

• Bold digital advertising in online forums that are 
highly utilized by young women

We will meet these crucial voters wherever they are to 
talk about the issues and encourage them to vote.

“ In 2010, 
the last non-presidential 
election, young women 
failed to turn out in 
adequate numbers  
so it will be crucial to 
educate them, motivate 
them, and create a 
concentrated GOTV effort 
to get them to the polls.  
Planned Parenthood can be 
a powerful communicator 
to these voters.” 

—Celinda Lake 
President,  
Lake Research Partners

“ The lesson 
for candidates in 
2014 is unmistakable: 
dismiss and demean 
women at your peril.” 

—Sarah Stoesz
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Join Us:  
THE ACTION FUND, YOUNG WOMEN 
VOTERS, AND YOU
You have made the Planned Parenthood Action 
Fund one of the strongest and most dependable 
political operations in the state. We get results—
and we couldn’t do it without you. Our allies know 
they can count on the Action Fund to stand up, 
speak out, fight back, and lead the way to defend 
women’s rights and expand access to health care 
in Minnesota. There is no organization better at 
inspiring young women to vote and getting them to 
the polls. This is our advantage. This is our edge.  

We will get young women out to vote in 2014, but 
we need your support to do it. By pooling your 
election-year donations along with other supporters 
of the Action Fund, your political giving immediately 
becomes more effective. Together, we can succeed 
in 2014.

This is our moment. 

Join us.

Here in Minnesota, 
we won 21 out of 
the 23 races we 

targeted (a success 
rate of 91%)…

…which gave us 
back a pro-women’s 

health legislative 
majority in St. Paul.
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Here in Minnesota, we won 21 out of the 23 races we targeted 
in 2012—a success rate of 91%—returning our allies to the 
majority in the legislature. 

Because women trust Planned Parenthood when it comes to 
choosing who to vote for, candidates seek Planned Parenthood’s 
endorsement for the power it brings. 

“ Planned Parenthood  
was critical to my reelection in 2012.  
No doubt, they are the go-to 
organization for getting young 
women out to vote.” 

—Sen. Melisa Franzen (DFL)
Minnesota State Senate

100

80.8%

2008

2010

56.5% 77.8% ?

2014

2012

97.5%19.7 point bump
from Action Fund

– Presidential election – non-Presidential election

Our success is proven: 

Turnout by women voters in 2010 was disastrously low. And we 
knew we needed to change that. 

In 2012, women voters targeted by the Action Fund turned out to 
vote at a rate nearly 20 points (19.7) higher than their untargeted 
peers. We need to do even better in 2014.

Turnout by Minnesota women in the 
last three elections:
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Planned Parenthood Minnesota, North Dakota,
South Dakota Action Fund

Due to our electoral, lobbying and advocacy work, contributions to the Planned Parenthood Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota Action Fund are not 

tax deductible as charitable contributions or as ordinary and necessary business expenses.


